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Latest from Coniston 
At the time of writing this newsletter, we have just had our annual 

BBQ. We were very lucky with the weather for there was not a 

single drop of rain at all! Friends and family came with lots of 

food and we all had a good time rolling in the grass, catching up 

over burgers and sausages, and rounded up the afternoon with 

some nice roasted marshmallows and lovely ice creams. It was 

great meeting old friends and making new ones! A big thanks to 

all who came and helped! We look forward to the next BBQ!   

We are excited to share with you news of past and present 

residents and the activities we have here in Coniston. So enjoy 

this edition of the ‘Coniston News’! And we hope to hear from 

you!  

 

Hello from Kenya 

 

 

 

 

What a joy to hear from Harriet 
Koyoson (nee Okumu) who 
was one of the very first 
residents in Coniston. She is 
now living and working in 
Strathmore University Medical 
Centre. She is married and has 
4 children aged between 5 
months and 7 years old.   

Greek island refugee 

crisis 

 

 

 

 

Malamati inspires us as she 
shares her experiences of 
volunteering and helping the 
refugees in her home country 
right now.  

getting in touch 

Florence Looi is now a 
broadcaster with Al-Jazeera 
while Lisa Wang gave birth in 
November 2014. Congrats! 

 

 

 

CONISTON NEWS 
 past residents | milestones | looking back  
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Wedding bells 

Anne-Marie Parr (née Treloar), Emma-Clare Chacko (née Gill) 

and Lucia O’Connor (née Rackham) have all married in the past 

two years…  

 

Anne-Marie and Tom  

 

Lucia and Greg   

 

Lucia’s wedding also saw a mini reunion of “ex-Coniston-ers".  

Over in the far East, Latha and Apsari will be getting married this 

coming year. Congratulations girls!  

 

Swiss reunion!  

 

 

 

 

Clarabelle (Singapore), Nina 

(Germany) and Chiara (Italy) met 
up in Bern, Switzerland where 
Chiara is currently working as a 
translator and interpreter! That 
little reunion brought much 
warmth to the Swiss winter!  

 

Visits to Coniston  

 

 

 

 

 

Emily Lau came to visit! She’s 
currently studying in Leeds.  

Shillah Memusi who is doing a 
PhD in Switzerland also visited 
and Mariela Silva brought her 3 
children to Coniston at Christmas 
too. It has been lovely to see Fran 
Tomlin pop in regularly to visit. 

 

Moving down south 

Alana is currently doing a Masters 
in London while Wendy started 
work in London too! All the best 
girls!  
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Looking back 

It has been an eventful year here in Coniston! We had inspiring and fascinating speakers at our 

Wednesday cultural evenings, our annual Christmas carols concert, completed a Fashion Futures project 

and our regular visits to St Joseph’s Home and teaching in the Spanish club!  

Cultural evenings 

 

Fashion Futures project: Manchester Inspires  

 

Dr. Karl McLaughlin shared about his 

experiences as a translator and interpreter for 

the Olympic games, the European Union and 

even for the White House. The power of 

languages. 

We were delighted that Sir Peter Fahy, retired 

Chief Constable of Manchester Police Force, 

accepted our invitation. He told us about his 

experiences, hard work, and how to be the one 

to make a difference because every little helps!  

Drawing inspiration from the city, 

Manchester itself, Fashion Futures 

successfully completed a project 

with its volunteers: making 

Industrial Revolution-inspired 

dresses, and at the same time, 

teaching primary school girls how 

to make clothes.  
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Annual Christmas carols  

It was a ‘sell-out’ concert here in Coniston at Christmas as the room was full with no empty seats left!  The 

Glee Men singing ensemble graced the event with their entertaining rendering of Christmas carols while 

Coniston and Ashley Club formed a choir too. There was also a string quartet performance by students of 

the Royal Northern College of Music. All these while enjoying some mulled wine and mince pies. Ho ho ho!  
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Visits to St Joseph’s home  

Residents volunteer to serve lunch at St Joseph’s Home at weekends. Here’s one of Megan and Lili with 

95-year old Paddy.  

 

Spanish club  

Teaching Spanish to Medlock Primary School students every Wednesday!  

 

Other news 

25th anniversary of Coniston Hall  

As we round off this edition of the newsletter, we are already planning for Coniston’s 25th anniversary! So 

do keep a lookout for news in your emails, on our Facebook page (Coniston Hall) if you are not already a 

friend and to update us with your contacts if you have changed or know of people who would like to re-

connect. ‘Til next time…  


